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Rocky Ridge Review 


Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane 
Lafayette, CA 


The program for the March MDARC 
meeting will be a review of the Rocky 
Ridge Committee's equipment and re- 
sponsibilities. Members of the repeater 
committee will present a program ex- 
plaining what goes into the operation 
of one of the most heard set of repeat- 
ers and packet nodes in Northern Cali- 
fornia. We will discuss how the sys- 
tems work, what they have to offer and 
why they are as popular as they are. 
We will show pictures of the installa- 
tions, the coverage maps and discuss 
the day to day operation. 

See you Friday night, March 19, 
1999, same time, same station. 
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Magic at the Auction 
By Greg Estep, KE6VTA 


For as long as I have been a member a key element of MDARC has been the Auc- 
tions. The Auction is the place to bring your items and to pick up that item that you 
can not find anywhere else. Additionally, Dennis Fuller — KC6QHH, has been the 
person that puts this event together. Dennis is passing the torch to Don Anthony — 
N6SIA. I would personally thank both Dennis for years of service and Don for step- 
ping in to take over this key area. 

Don is going to need your help. Go through that closet, shack, room, car, etc. and 
find that item that you no longer need and bring it to the meeting which will be on 
May 21. 1999. That’s right No March Auction! So that gives you lots of time to 
prepare, do that spring shack cleaning and save up for the big event. If you have or 
know of items that could be auctioned and need to get them to the meeting, give Don 
a call. 

There are other people that make the Auction special. Dick Brown has the Macintosh 
that keeps the records. Jay Caldis records the entries and we still don’t know what 
Dick Schulze does in the front, but somehow it involves pulling the plug on the com- 
puter at just the right moment. Numerous people move merchandise from tables to 
the front to the buyers. Finally, Marie Lewis will take your money. So bring your 
checkbook or at least smaller bills. I know that making change for the $100 bills is 
tough on the Treasurer. 

73, Greg 


From the Repeater Committee 
By Jim Brunk, Chairman 


What are the Repeaters Worth? 

Several events have occurred over the last year that caused me to think about this 
question. During 1998’s budget approval process, complaints were heard that the 
Club was not doing enough for the ham community. During the 1999 budget discus- 
sion, complaints were heard that the Club is doing too much for the ham community. 
I would like to explore one way that the Club provides service and facilities for the 
general Northern Californian ham community. 

The Club owns and operates three voice repeaters, one ATV repeater and two 
packet nodes. As a matter of policy, the access to these repeaters and nodes is open 
to all licensed hams without obligation of any type. These facilities are also available to 
outside organizations with prior arrangement with the control operators, also without 
obligation. One doesn’t have to listen long to realize that hundreds of QSO’s occur on 
a weekly basis between hams that can be hundreds of miles apart. In addition, several 
groups hold weekly or monthly nets over our boxes. The public service folks use the 
voice repeaters for communication support for many trail rides, walk-a-thons and 
races. 

It costs the club approximately $10,000 a year to keep these facilities running. The 
major portion of this cost involves the lease of the space that the repeaters occupy. 
Up to the time the tower blew down, we had been paying a fee that had not changed 
for approximately ten years. In addition, the monthly fee had never been adjusted for 
inflation. With the advent of the new tower and the change of ownership of the Mt. 
Diablo repeater site, the site owner cancelled our agreement. At that time, a commit- 
tee headed by Dick Brown, KT6X and Keith Lattin, N6PMF, negotiated a new con- 
tract. The mandate the Club gave to that committee was to get a contract that pre- 
served our capabilities at a fair cost to the club. Over more than a year, the committee 
worked with the site owner to achieve these goals. The cost result of this new contract 

continued on page 2 


Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club W6CX 


P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


The Cartier is a monthly publication of 
ablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). It is the 
to publish all material submitted by the 
material is in good taste, relevant 
MDARC members, and 


policy of the editor 
membership provided such 
to amateur radio and of interest to 
space is available. 


All material must be submitte 
day of the month of publication. 
first-in, first-out basis. Article: 
mitted via Internet email to carrie 
ferred), w6uv@dnai.com, or del 
dress listed below. Material will 
rich text format (RTF). Materia! 


d to the editor by the first of 
Material is accepted on a 
her material may be sub- 
reditor@home.com (pre- 


be accepted in plain ASCII or 
1 may also be submitted as 


All material published in th 
noncommercial use provided such use 
Carrier and the author of the article. C 
without accompanying written permissio 


e Carrier may be reproduced for 
credits both the MDARC 
opyrighted material 
nto republish will 


din the Carrier are soley those of the 
not necessarily reflect the 
or membership of 


The opinions expresse' 
editor or other contributors and do 
opinions of either the Board of Directors 


Greg Estep, KEGVTA 


Mike Patterson, KE6JGA 


paul Dickey, N6JOX 


Marie Lewis, KFGGLV 


Emergency Coordinator 
Robert Hampton, KFGFGH 


John Stuart, KM6QX 
Ed Ritchie, K6SFD 

Cal Groom, KE60EH 
Keith Lattin, NG6PMF 


Membership Chairman 
Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Jeff Hart, KF6GEUM 


Carrier Editor 

Jerry Gardner, W6UV 
2236 Tahiti Drive 

San Ramon, CA 94583 


carriereditor@home.com 


Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee 


Jim Brunk, N6BHX 


Technical Manager 
Barry Winkler, KC6WYA 


W6CX Repeaters 
147.060/+ (100 PL) 
224.780/- (077PL) 
441.325/+ (100 PL) 
ATV: In 1253.25 Out 


427.25 (Cable Channel 58) 


March 1999 The Carrier 


From the Repeater Committee 


continued from page 1 


was that the monthly lease fee was more than doubled and the fee had an 
annual increase built in. 

About this same time, the executive committee dissolved the Rocky Ridge 
Repeater Group and formed a replacement committee to oversee the re- 
peaters and nodes. There were several reasons for this action. The major 
consideration was the fact that the Group did not have the financial resources 
to complete the tower restoration, much less complete the five-year improve- 
ment plan it had started. The other contributing reason was that there had 
been a declining interest in the Group. For several months prior to the disso- 
lution, there had been only scant numbers of repeater supporters attending 
the meetings. For example, during the last repeater group meeting, there 
were fourteen people present and of those fourteen, eight were board mem- 
bers. In essence, the executive board assumed the debts of the Group while 
collapsing the organization down to the operations committee. 

The Repeater committee has worked hard to provide quality repeater sys- 
tems and packet nodes for the club. They have worked equally hard to con- 
tain costs so the Club incurs as little cost as possible. Is this worth the effort 
and cost to provide this service to the community? Would the hams in North- 
ern California be better off without open wide area repeaters and nodes? 
Are you willing to support the repeaters via the voluntary repeater support 
fee? Only you can answer these questions. Your board would like to know 
how you feel about this issue. Contact them. 


Know Your Officers: PAUL R. DICKEY 
By Dick Schulze, AAGDL 


Underneath Paul Dickey’s reserved and always polite personality there is a 
reservoir of ability and talent. We are familiar with his accurate, concise, and 
brief minutes of our meetings. We are also aware that he does not get swept 
up in the raving and ranting that some of us do over minutia but reserves his 
energy and opinions for the major issues. Some of us may not be aware of 
his extensive education and experience. 

Paul was born in Berkeley at Alta Bates Hospital in 1933 when his parents 
were attending the University of California. After graduation his father was 
employed by the U. S. Department of Agriculture and the family lived in 
several places in California. Paul attended Acalanes High School but gradu- 
ated from Placer High. He attended Placer College (now Sierra College) in 
Auburn and then transferred to UC Berkeley receiving a degree in Criminol- 
ogy in 1956. His studies there were interrupted by two years in the US Air 
Force. He entered the air cadet program but ended up in the air police and 
then teaching swimming, something he had done while at Cal. 

After graduation Paul worked for a year for the St. Louis Police Depart- 
ment doing planning and research. Following that he was a deputy sheriff for 
El Dorado County in the Tahoe area. He then started work for the Internal 
Revenue Service as a Revenue Officer and continued working for the IRS 
until he retired some fourteen years ago. He was first licensed in 1978 as 
WB3CXV while on assignment in Pennsylvania for the IRS and upgraded to 
general with the call of N6JOX on return to California. 

During his tenure at the IRS he earned both a Masters Degree anda Ph.D. 
in Public Administration. He has not let the education go to waste. He is 
teaching courses in management and organization at both San Francisco 
State University and the University of Phoenix. 

Having an affinity for swimming Paul met his wife Judy at a swimming 
pool in Mountain View. They were married in 1969. She was teaching school 
at the time but that was interrupted for a family. She is now a Realtor with 
her own web site, www.judydickey.com. They have two sons, Robert who 
attends UC San Diego where he is one year from earning a Ph.D. in physics, 
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MDARC Membership Report 
By S. Lipson, KOGJR 


Total Members 378 

RRRC 201 

ARRL 224 

RACES 96 

have e-mail listed 237 

Not Renewed 82 

Family 54 with total 116 
RRREC Family 36 with total 69 
Receipts 

$6820 club 

$5085 RRRC 


MDARC General Meeting Minutes 
Feb, 19, 1999 


The meeting was called to order by President Greg Estep, 
KE6VTA, at 8:00 p.m., with 60 in attendance. There was one 
visitor, George Hart, who had just passed his novice and tech 
exams. 

Walt Ebbett, KB6EQIB, stated that he was moving to Stock- 
ton, and Was looking for someone to volunteer to take over his 
NTS duties. Currently, he monitors three national nets for 680 
corridor (and surrounding) traffic on CW. There are both slow 
speed and fast speed nets. 

Gene, N6VK, announced three new techs and one tech plus 
as a result of the night’s tests. 

Jeff, KF6EUM, asked for operators to sign up for various 
events, including a MS walk on March 8, and various trail rides. 
He noted that coordinators were needed for the trail rides. 

George, WB60FH, noted that the picnic would be Saturday, 
July 17, at John Baldwin Park in Martinez. 

John, KM6QX, offered 3 bulletin boards for the taking, size 
4x7. 

Jim Brunk, N6BHX, noted that a question had come up at 
the last meeting about the value of the repeaters. He was will- 
ing to discuss the matter with anyone, but in the interim a few 
benefits came to mind: nets, groups, APRS, ATV, public ser- 
vice events, regular member use, etc. The second included ques- 
tion concerned reducing costs of the repeaters. Jim was open 
to ideas on how to do this. 

Sam, KO6JR, noted there were currently 365 paid mem- 
bers, including 52 families, and 193 supporters of RRRG. This 
included 1 foreign license, 7 “soon-to-be,” 6 novice, 99 tech, 
47 tech plus, 63 general, 64 advanced, and 73 extra. Sam 
announced that the directory would go to the printer on March 
.1. Any unpaid dues would cause an autoslot reversion at that 
time. 

Greg noted that the Pacificon meeting would be tomorrow, 
Saturday, at 8:00 a.m. at Emil Villas in Concord. 

Marie, KF6GLY, reported a total of $31,600 in the Trea- 
sury. 

Greg awarded an annual W6CX Award to Jeff Straus, 
KE6QYM, who had missed an earlier presentation ceremony. 


$11905 Total 


Internet Carrier 47 copies (1 per family) 


Mail Carrier 269 copies (1 per family) 
Amateur Extra 80 

Advanced 68 

General 63 

Technician Plus 47 

Technician 105 

Novice 6 

SWL 8 

Foreign License 1 


John Schulze, KF6MNL, described the evening’s prizes and 
presided over the drawing. 

Greg adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. for refreshments 
and a video presentation by Gerry White, WB6IZE, on electro- 
static discharge; the taped presentation by Dan Anderson of 
Richmond Technology was very interesting and enjoyable. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 


MDARC Board of Directors Minutes 
Feb. 1, 1999 


The meeting was called to order by President Greg Estep, 
KE6VTA, at 7:30 p.m. at Emil Villa’s Restaurant, Concord. 
Other officers and directors present: Vice-President Mike 
Patterson, KE6JGA, Sect’y Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Treasurer 
Marie Lewis, KF6GLV, Ed Ritchie, K6SFD, Keith Lattin, NoPMF 
and John Stuart, KM6QX. Committee Chairmen present: Car- 
rier—Jerry Gardner, W6UV, Membership—Sam Lipson, 
KO6JR, RRRG—Jim Brunk, N6BHX, Social—Tracey Schwartz, 
KE6TOT. Others present: Pacificon—Dick Brown, KT6X, Jay 
Caldis, KT6Y, and Dick Schulze, AA6DL, RRRG—Howard 
Burk, KE6PTT. 

Tracey reportedéthat the committee understood social activi- 
ties were to be self-supporting, with reference to the budget. 

Sam reported a current total membership of 336, with 174 
of those repeater supporters, and 200 ARRL members. There 
were 112 not yet renewed who would receive follow-up phone 
calls. License categories were: Extra 73, Advanced 60, Gen- 
eral 62, Tech Plus 41, Tech 87, Novice 6, SWL 7. 

Jim led a discussion of capital expenditures in the plan. At 
the next Board meeting, he will discuss this subject as well as 
the committee proposal for the next step. 

In regard to the repeaters, Jim mentioned that the ATV am- 
plifier was in the shop, the 2m bottles were still in the works, 
and the committee was not receiving repeater reports. 

Dick Brown noted that Pacificon negotiations with the Hotel 
were not finalized, but were still in process. 

Jerry reminded the Board of his great need for articles, espe- 
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cially those written by members. The 
Board approved business ad rates of 
$300 for a full page, $150 for 1/2 page, 
$75 a 1/4 page, and $50 for a business 
card size. There was some discussion of 
the printing and distribution process. 

The Board approved moving the auc- 
tion to May, and noted that an organizer 
was needed to arrange the auction. 

Dick Brown reported that there was no 
more Internet access on DesignLink. The 
offerings are being restructured and he 
will report more in the future. 

Ed announced that the next RACES/ 
ARES meeting would be Wed., Feb. 3, 
at Emil Villas. 

Jim announced that the RRRG Board 


March 1999 


meeting had been delayed a week to Feb. 
13. 

Greg adjourned the meeting at 9:34 p.m. 
The next Board meeting will be Mar. 1. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Dickey, N6JOX, Secretary 


MDARC Picnic Plans 
Revealed 


The MDARC Social Committee re- 
cently unveiled plans for the summer pic- 
nic. It is scheduled for July 17 beginning 
at 10:00 am at Rankin Park in Martinez. 
Mark your calendars! Further details to 
follow. 
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Know Your Officers: 
Paul Dickey 
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and Randy who is with the Moraga 
Police Department. Paul also spends 
time at the Moraga PD. As a part of 
his activities in RACES he is the ra- 
dio officer for the Town of Moraga. 

Undoubtedly this is only a small 
glimpse of the person behind the 
pleasant smile. Paul, with his typical 
modesty, first declined to be inter- 
viewed giving in only on the threat 
of my going to his wife for informa- 
tion and then embellishing the facts. 
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NETS 


CCCC Net 


W6CX Nets 
APRS Net Tuesdays 1930 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

Net Control: Barry, KC6WYA 
Thursdays 1930 Hours 
147.060/+ (100 PL) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Thursdays 2000 Hours 

Net Control: Mike Burke, KB6RMT 
Alternate: Sylvia, KC6YJV 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 

147.060/+ (100 PL) 

Net Control: Jeff Burke, KE6 YAW 


Phone Net 


Central County 
ATV Net 


East County 
Youth Net 


South County 
Contra Costa County Emergency Services HF Net 


First Thursday following first Wednesday, 2000 Hours, 3.895 
MHz. Net Control: Jeff Straus, KE6J 


West County 


Sheriff's Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
707-785-2402 


Thursdays 1930 Hours 
145.11- PL: 82.5 


Contra Costa County ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursdays, 1900 Hours 


145.680 Simplex 
Jim Brunk*, NOBHX 
(925) 372-8248 
146.535 Simplex 
Jim Tittle*, KC6SOE 
(925) 432-3220 
146.355/+ (100 PL) 
Ed Ritchie*, K6SFD 
(925) 837-3265 
145.110/- 

Rich Parker*, KD6JCT 
(510) 237-2777 


QSY to 147.735/- (107.2 PL) at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all County ARES/RACES Nets 


Sam Lipson, District Emergency Coordinator, KO6JR 


CCRA Net Mondays 1935 Hours 


147.735- 145.49- 145.41- PL: 107.2 


(925) 229-5705 


* Assistant District 


Emergency Coordinator 
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A.E.A. Interfaces, TNCs, & Antennas 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenol Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies 
ARRL License Manuals, Repeater Directories 
Reference Guides 
Avanti/Antenna Specialist “On Glass” Antennas 
WS5YI Study Guides & Software 
Bencher Paddles 
Ramsey Do It Yourself Kits 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 
Butternut Antennas 


-Gord 


Antenna Masts 
Guy Wire 
Mast Bases 
Wire Clamps 


Copper Wire 
Baluns SWR Meters 

Ground Rods 

Coax Patch Cords 
Mic Plugs/Connectors 
PL-259s, BNC and “‘N 


Headphones 


Magnetic Ant Bases 
Trunk mounts 

Ball Mounts 

Gutter Mounts 
Code Oscillators 


Egg Insulators 
Dog Bone Insulators 
Center Insulators 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(925) 685-7388 
Mon - Fri, 10:00 - 5:30, Sat: 9:00 - 4 


SHCOVE: 


| Your Contra Costa Ham Radio Headquarters 


Code+Theory Software 


| 
4 


Callbooks, CD ROMs, Modification Books 


Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 


Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 


Hustler Mobile Antennas 
on West Books and Practice Tapes 


. Larsen VHF & UHF Mobile Antennas and Mounts 
MFJ Keyers, Tuners, TNCs, Switches & Accessories 
Mirage VHF & UHF Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
PC Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Transmitters 
Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
. Yaesu H¥, VHF & UHF Transceivers & Accessories 


HT Antennas 
Scanner Books 
Scanner Antennas 
Radio Publications 
Radio Handbooks 
Spectrum Charts 


Ld 


Operating Manuals 


:00 


In downtown Concord between Willow Pass Road and Concord Blvd. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


March 6 8:00 am Rocky Ridge Repeater Committee Meeting 
March 19 8:00 pm MDARC General Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 
March 20 8:00 am PACIFICON General Meeting Emil Villas 
Willow Pass, Concord 
March 28 April Carrier Deadline 
April 5 7:30 pm MDARC Board Meeting Emil Villas 
Willow Pass, Concord 
April 16 8:00 pm MDARC General Meeting Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 


1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


The Carrier BULK RATE 
Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club ne Oe 
Soe ae Saher. 
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MDARC Meeting March 19 


